CBBT TIMELINE
1954 – Virginia General Assembly created the Chesapeake Bay Ferry District and the
Chesapeake Bay Ferry Commission as the governing body of the District; subsequently the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Tunnel District and Commission. It authorized the Commission to
acquire, through bond financing, the private ferry corporation to improve ferry service between Virginia’s Eastern Shore
and the Norfolk/Virginia Beach area and to implement ferry service between the Eastern Shore and the
Hampton/Newport News area.

1956 – Began actual operation of the ferries. The General Assembly authorized the Commission to explore the
construction of a bridge-tunnel. The Commission employed Consulting Engineers, Traffic Engineers, and Financial
Advisors to assist them.

1960 – Once the project was found to be feasible, both from a financial and engineering standpoint, $200 million in
revenue bonds were sold and a construction contract was awarded to the Joint Venture of Tidewater Construction,
Peter Kiewit, and Raymond International. Construction began in September. No local, state, or federal tax money was
used in the construction of the project.

1964 – On April 15, the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel opened to traffic after just 42 months of construction and ferry
service was discontinued.

1965 – In a worldwide competition with more than a hundred other major projects, the Bridge-Tunnel was selected as
one of the Seven Engineering Wonders of the Modern World, and the American Society of Civil Engineers recognized it
with the award of Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievement.
From shore to shore, the facility measures 17.6 miles, and is considered the largest bridge-tunnel complex in the world.
Construction required undertaking a project of more than 12 miles of low-level trestle, two one-mile tunnels, two highlevel bridges, almost 2 miles of causeway, four manmade islands and 5 ½ miles of approach roads, totaling 23 miles.

1987 – Looking toward the future, the Bridge-Tunnel Commission began investigating the possibility of building a
parallel crossing facility.

1989 – In-house studies and projections were made, and a Comprehensive Study was conducted in cooperation with the
Virginia Department of Transportation. The VDOT Study concluded that parallel bridges, trestles, and roadways would
be needed by the year 2000.

1990 – The Virginia General Assembly empowered the Bridge-Tunnel Commission with the authority to proceed with
the Parallel Crossing Project.

1991 – Revenue Bonds were sold to finance engineering, environmental and traffic studies.
Sverdrup Civil, Inc., Consulting Engineers to the District, was selected to design, prepare specifications and contract
documents, and be Construction Manager for the project.

1995 – Additional Revenue Bonds were sold to finance the construction of the Parallel Crossing Project. No local, state,
or federal monies were utilized for the construction costs.
On April 18, the District received four bids in response to a public solicitation for services as primary construction

contractor in connection with the Parallel Crossing Project.
On May 4, the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Tunnel Commission awarded the construction contract in the amount of
$197,185,777 to a joint venture of PCL Civil Constructors, Inc., The Hardaway Company, and Interbeton, Inc., to build a
second span parallel and adjacent to the existing Bridge-Tunnel. The contract included the expansion of toll plazas,
trestles, bridges, and roadways, but, because of financial constraints, did not include the expansion of the four
manmade islands or additional tunnels under this project.

1999 –On April 19, the Project opened to traffic, transforming the two-lane facility to four lanes. The expansion will
meet future traffic demands and provide a safer crossing for our customers.

May 2013—Commission passed a Resolution to accelerate commencement of Parallel Thimble Shoal Channel Tunnel
construction via design-build delivery method.

July—August 2013—Four Public Information Sessions were held in Norfolk, Hampton, Northampton County, and
Accomack County to receive input on the commencement and proposed toll rate schedule increase to fund the
accelerated project expenditures. There were 186 total attendees at the Public Information Sessions and 76 provided
written comments. Sixty-two of the 76 comments were positive public comments that supported the acceleration and
overall toll rate schedule adjustment, which results in round trip tolls that would be $18 for passenger cars commencing
in January 2014, as compared to $17 for passenger cars prior to the change.

August 2013—Commission approved a 10% toll rate schedule increase to be effective January 1, 2014. All discounts
require the use of E-ZPass.

October 2013—Commission adopted Public-Private Transportation Act Guidelines and awarded Geotechnical &
Mapping tasks for Parallel Thimble Shoal Channel Tunnel to Jacobs, the District’s general consulting engineers. The
Geophysical and Geotechnical investigation includes expanded Islands 1 and 2, approach trestle foundations, and the
proposed immersed tube tunnel alignment. Mapping includes preparation of a topographic map that shows the
roadway approaches to and including portal Islands 1 and 2, along with the fishing pier on Island 1.

January 2014—Moffatt & Nichol was named Strategic Advisor for the construction of the Parallel Thimble Shoal
Channel Tunnel by the Commission.

March 2014—National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) environmental assessment scope was awarded to Jacobs
and the NEPA process commenced.

April 2014—Letter of Interest (LOI) was filed with the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA)
office of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to receive an approximate $430 million TIFIA loan for the
acceleration of the Parallel Thimble Shoal Channel Tunnel Project.

For more information on this project, please visit our website at www.cbbt.com/parallelthimbletunneloverview.html.
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